Virginia Fire and Life Safety Coalition

Meeting Minutes -  January 14, 2010

Members and Guests Present:

Renee Stilwell



Fairfax County Fire & Rescue

Robert Wall



Prince William County Fire & Rescue

Joy Dotson



Loudoun County Fire-Rescue

Karen Will



Rockingham County Fire & Rescue

Wanda Willis



Harrisonburg Fire Department

Keith Arnold



Virginia Beach Fire Department/TFEN

Sandy Bailey



PHI – AirCare 2

Kerry S. Huston


Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department/Spotsylvania FREM

Patsieann Misiti


Alexandria Fire-Rescue

J.D. Jenkins



Virginia Department of Fire Programs

Anita Greene



Charlottesville Fire-Rescue

Jimmy Strother


Charlottesville Fire-Rescue

Matt Coffin



Chesterfield Fire & EMS

Bill Jones



Old Dominion Historical Fire Society
Meeting Called to Order 1017hrs by Patsieann Misiti

Quorum established

Meeting Minutes approved- Motion made by Renee Stilwell, 2nd by Keith Arnold

Introduction of New Member: Kerri Houston, Spotsylvania County Fire and Falmouth Volunteer.

Officer Reports:

President- Patsieann Misiti- Patsieann would like for the group to work on several items from old business and has compiled a list. She asked if anyone had applied for the Rolf Grant. Wanda Willis advised that she had. Patsieann’s department will be hanging the American Red Cross door hanger’s in their community for the ARC day of service the following Monday. She also congratulated Chesterfield Fire and EMS for winning the Get Alarmed Virginia grant. Chesterfield will be focusing efforts in the non-English speaking areas of the county, and the illiterate citizens that otherwise may not being receiving prevention messages through traditional routes.

Vice-President- Karen Will- has been extremely busy and has not been able to commit the time she desires to the coalition and asked to step down from her position as Vice-President but agreed to stay on until the end of the term of office.

Secretary- Sandy Bailey- Thanked Joy Dotson for her assistance with recording meeting notes. 

Treasurer – Curtis Stilwell- Provided by Renee Stilwell and motion made by Karen Will to accept. 2nd by Wanda Willis

Immediate Past President- J.D. Jenkins- no report

Committee Reports

Membership Committee- It is time for renewing membership, please pay annual dues.

Conference Committee- Wanda Willis has been talking with Mr. Woody Stratton from the National Fire Academy to develop a conference that would tie into the Parade Conference. J.D. Jenkins would like to see the group blend into the Department of Health Injury Prevention Conference this summer as discussed in the past. 

Professional Development Committee- Keith Arnold is adding the Scouting program information into the Communicating with the Community curriculum and should be ready for our review at the next meeting. J.D Jenkins hopes to make the curriculum on line as well. Renee Stilwell is offering a 2 day course for Officer Development and it will be Community Relations to instill how public education is really a part of community relations for the department. She has a DVD for a template for the course to include working with the media, marketing and community education.  Keith reported that the new 1035 curriculum has two companies competing for the 2010 standard. Keith and J.D. have not received the new test bank to review.

Virginia Department of Forestry- Fred Turck not present but is working on reaching the home schooled children and a program for the teachers themselves to utilize in the classroom.

Virginia Department of Fire Programs-Virginia State Fire Marshals- J.D. Jenkins has been extremely busy with the move and stressed being on the educational side of VSFM office and not the enforcement side. They have been working through issues with the website, so if you experience any difficulties, please contact J.D. for assistance. He also re-emphasized what a strong supporter we have in the Virginia Department of Fire Programs.

Injury Prevention- J.D. Jenkins reported that the group is in the second half of the 5 year plan. Lenny Recupero has stepped down from his position to accept the position as Assistant Director for Instruction with the Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind. There are still openings available in the group and if interested talk with him or Wanda Willis. JD also reminded the group about the Remembering When program value and how the course only cost $60.00 for educators. 

Virginia Fire Sprinkler/Old Dominion Historical Fire Society- Bill Jones reminded the group of the Fallen Firefighter Memorial Services on June 5th, 2010 at RIR, honor guard groups are welcome. They are asking for anyone wishing to send apparatus to contact him.. There were 6 deaths in 2009. Additionally, the Old Dominion Historical Fire Society attended 302 events in 2009 to include weddings, funerals, birthday parties, etc. 

Constituent Groups

CVPEN- Upcoming Child Safety Recertification Classes were reported through SafeKids Virginia and through Robert Wall. Petersburg will have one additional Public Education position which has been filled. Chesterfield Fire and EMS was awarded the 2009 Lifesaver Award for no fire fatalities in 2009. Matt Coffin will be leaving public education and returning to the Operations Division. He thanked the group and stated that his prevention work really has changed his perspective. Jason Elmore will be his replacement. The group wished him the best.

Northern Virginia- Fredericksburg has no group assignment. Renee stated that attempts were made to have them merge with Stafford 2 years ago. Smoke alarm program had 2 alarm notifications- 1 from a furnace fire and 1 from a cooking incident. 

Shenandoah- Wanda Willis reported 0 fire deaths for 2009. They are currently working on a new fireworks law. The will be having a Sprinkler meeting the end of this month. Karen Will reported that is has been a tough and challenging year for Rockingham with the loss of a firefighter, a 16year old female, budget cuts, etc. 

Southwest- J.D. Jenkins attended a meeting on Monday. He reported that Brian Clingenpeel has been very busy lately. He was not able to be in attendance today due to day long training. They will be conducting an overnight camp. 

Tidewater- January 27th TFEN/JFS State meeting in James City County- Contact Kathleen Gill. One of Keith Arnold’s students, a 14year old was able to save his family. His house had been struck by lightning and he got his family out of the home safely. He will be recognized at an award ceremony. The department also received an award for their stage show. One position that was cut last year was reinstated. JFS meetings will be in opposing months to the VFLSC meetings as suggested by J.D. Jenkins and Renee Stilwell. 

Charlottesville- Anita wanted to thank everyone for the support they have received from the others in the Coalition.  For a portion of the May 13 meeting , Anita Greene and Jimmy Struther will be doing a presentation on ways to enhance presentations with props you can make in-house and within your budget ( or without a budget.)
Old Business- Patsieann Misiti addressed the group with old business concerns. The group discussed ways to work through old business topics and would continue the discussion during lunch after the meeting.

New Business- Patsieann Misiti stated it was important to mention the great works in progress. She congratulated Wanda for her work on the VFLSC Facebook page. Bill is working with Virginia Fire News  and will be reporting on the history of the coalition. Sandy Bailey made a motion for a Marketing Committee to be established to ensure an organized and unified approach to all printed materials, marketing and media releases for the coalition.  J.D. Jenkins would set up a teleconference within 30 days to address the needs and to have the CWC sent out electronically for us to review and resubmit prior to the next meeting. Karen Will 2nd the motion.

Anita made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 1300hrs. Robert Wall 2nd. All approved.

Meeting adjourned 1300hrs. 
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